Docket No.: SON-2832 
(PATENT) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Seiji Sato et al. 

Application No.: 10/676,018 Confirmation No.: 6442 

Filed: October 2, 2003 Art Unit: 267 1 

For: POLARIZATION MEANS AND ITS Examiner: G. S. Philippe 
POSITION HOLDING MECHANISM 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any 
patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed more than three months after the U.S. 
filing date, AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the 
mailing date of a Final Office Action or Notice of Allowance (37 CFR 1 .97(c)). 

The listed references were cited in copending U.S. Patent Application No. 10/656,843 
filed September 5, 2003^ApBlicants have provided a copy of the U.S. Office Action issued on April 
27, 2007 in Serial No^lO/656 al6ng with the PTO Form 1449 filed on February 6, 2004 and the 
PTO Form 892 issued by the Examiner on March 14, 2006. 
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Application No.: 10/676,018 



Docket No.: SON-2832 



Copies of the references on the PTO/SB/08 are not provided. 



Please charge our Deposit Account No. 18-0013 in the amount of $180.00 covering the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 17(p). The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the 
fees filed, asserted to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter 
filed in this application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 18-0013, under Order No. SON- 
2832. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 



Dated: August 10, 2007 



y submitted, 




Lananen 

(tion No.: 24,104 
4SHMAN & GRAUER PLLC 
Correspondence Customer Number: 23353 
Attorney for Applicant 



2 



> 




Used in Lieu of PTO/SB/08A/B 
(Based on PTO 04-07 version) 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


1 0/676,0 18-Conf. #6442 


Filing Date 


October 2, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Seiji Sato 


Art Unit 


2671 


Examiner Name 


G. S. Philippe | 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


SON-2832 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 ( if known) 




AA* 


USA740.073 


04-26-1988 


Meacham 






AB* 


US-5,076,665 


12-31-1991 


Petersen 






AC* 


US-6,222,672 


04-24-2001 


Towler et al. 






AD* 


US-6,417,894 


07-09-2002 


Goffetal. 






AE* 


US-D383.121 


09-02-1997 


Sebastian 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


t 3 


Country Code 3 -Number-Kind Code 9 (if known) 




BA 


JP-2002-1 96281 


07-12-2002 


Sony Corp 








BB 


JP-1 1-234704 


08-27-1999 


Idemitsu Kosan Co 








BC 


JP-10-177349 


06-30-1998 


Nishikawa Ryuji 








BD 


JP-2002-082307 


03-22-2002 


Sony Corp 








BE 


JP-1 1-295654 


10-29-1999 


Matsushita Electric Ind Co Ltd 








BF 


JP-05-257082 


10-08-1993 










BG 


JP-03-092817 


04-18-1991 


Fujimura Akihiro 








BH 


JP-59-210436 


11-29-1984 


Jii Bii Kirubii Miichiyamu 






Bt 


WO-9500872 


01-05-1995 


Rosencwaig Allan 







•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. * CITE NO.: Those application^) which are marked with an single asterisk (*) next 
to the Cite No. are not supplied (under 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2)(iii)) because that application was filed after June 30, 2003 or is available in the IFW. 1 Applicant's 
unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued 
the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. e Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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CA 


Copy of PTO Form 1449 filed February 6, 2004 in corresponding U.S. Application No. 
10/656,843 - Considered by Examiner March 14, 2006 






CB 


Copy of PTO Form 982 in corresponding U.S. Application No. 10/656,843 issued by the 
Examiner March 14, 2006 
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Copy of Office Action dated April 27, 2007 in corresponding U.S. Application No. 10/656,843 
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application.) 
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